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Essential for
salvation

Dear brothers and sisters,

e question of what really matters o en crops up in the
course of a human life. And o en the following recom-
mendation iggiven: let's concentrate on the essentials.

NAC International

Even the disciples had to learn this: if the message they

were proclaiming was to reach the people, they would have

to focus on the essentials. ey had to leave everything else

aside, especially the Jewish ideas on circumcision and the

dietary rules. is was simply not necessary for salvation. do not want to impose our own way of life on them. What
we want is that they can experience God as we erperi

e same is true for us today. We are to take the messadg#im. is is what is important!

of salvation in Jesus Christ to all people. And that will only

be possible if we concentrate on the essentials. Everythiteartfelt greetings

that has to do with our person, our history, and our culture

is not relevant for salvation. We have to make a distinction

here if we want to pass Christ's doctrine of salvation on.

Earthly rules of conduct may change over time, but the

message of salvation remains.

Likewise, when it comes to our children, it is important that
we think about what is truly important for salvation. WeJean-Luc Schneider
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From nothing to new:
how the Holy Spirit leads us

The capacity in our Zurich-Seebach church in Switzerland

was limited because of pandemic-related restrictions. Many

people around the world, however, were able to join the
service virtually or by telephone

Bernhard Holdener

My dear brothers and sisters, even though we are celebrat-
ing this Pentecost in an unusual way, we will stick to our
beautiful and cherished tradition and begin with a Bible
reading. Our translator will read the passage.

Reading from Joel 2: 28-29 and Ephesians 3: 14-21:

“And it shall come to pass aerward that | will pour out My
Spirit on all esh; your sons and your daughters giogdhesy,

Romans 8: 14 your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see
visions. And also on My menservants and on My maidservants
I will pour out My Spirit in those days.

“For as many as are led by the Spirit
“For this reason | bow my knees to the Father of oudésud
of GOd, these are sons of God” Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is
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named, that He would grant you, according to the richesQrie can see that the Holy Spirit is active in the church be-

His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spiritéause the conduct of the faithful changes.

the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through

faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be a@other aspect of His work is not visible, however. e

to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and lendbly Spirit cleanses us, He sancti es us, He puri es us. is

and depth and height—to know the love of Christ which paiss®mething we cannot see, but we can trust God that He is

knowledge; that you may be lled with all the fullness of Gatlwork within us in a powerful manner.

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all

that we ask or think, according to the power that works in wesHoly Spirit wants to grant us salvation. Many people

to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generatiforswhom the Christian faith means nothing do not agree

forever and ever” with this notion, this idea of salvation. ey say such things
as: “You just want to make sure your members stay in the

My dear brothers and sisters, as | said, yet again we can@btirch. You tell them that they need to be saved because

celebrate Pentecost in the usual manner. | must admit, I8 on earth is awful, nothing but su ering. e earth is

year | could not imagine that we would celebrate anothenthing but a valley of tears. So people come to church to

Pentecost this way. is year so many things have happenezkcape this valley of tears.” Others say: “You tefietbple

in the world, in the church, and in our personal lives whicthat they are so bad that God will punish them. e only

we just cannot explain. We were not prepared, it was taay to escape this punishment is to be faithful.” Dear broth-

tally unexpected and we are le ers and sisters, that is de nitely not

wondeling why God permits all . . our idea of salvation; the salvation

these things. | have to be honest: we H|S |Ove IS far More we long for is totally dierent.

don't know, | don't know, nobody Christ is our future. Our sahtion

knows. We cannot understand powerfUI than We Calis to be transformed into themage

God. We have to trust Him and we of Jesus. We want to become like

are determined to do so. Aer all, |mag ine Him; that is our goal; that is the
we know God and we know, as we salvation we are waiting faresus
heard in the Bible reading, that He was without sin, Healways had

“is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we gsace in His heart, He overcame everything without ever
or think” (Ephesians 3: 20). at is our faith and conviction. resorting to violence. No matter what happened Jesus was
He can do far more than anything we can ask or think adlways in control of His destiny. He was able to love in
For Him there are no limits. a perfect manner. at is our goal: we want to be trans-
formed into the image of Christ in order to love in a perfect
His love is far more powerful than we can imagine. We camanner, to remain in control of owfestiny, to overcome
experience it through “the power that works in us” (Epheesvil without resorting to violence, and to have perfect peace
sians 3: 20), as it continues here. God is love, He worksifoour hearts.
our salvation and upon us. On Pentecost God the Holy
Spirit manifested His presence and power in very impre®ur salvation is not an escape but completion! And that
sive fashion. e disciples, the people, heard the noise a$ exactly what the work of the Holy Spirit consists of. e
the powerful wind. ey saw tongues of re. And suddenly Holy Spirit works within us to transform us into this image.
they were able to speak in foreign languages. ese wefgod the Holy Spirit is a spirit of creation, the creator of a
such signs of power. And even later, when people receivesiv creature. rough baptism with water and the Spirit
the gi of the Holy Spirit, this was accompanied by pewerHe created something completely new within us. We were
ful signs (Acts 2: 1-4). ese signs were meant to make korn again and became a new creation in Christ—a great
clear to people that the Holy Spirit was present and at wokkork of the Holy Spirit.

ese impressive signs lasted only for a certain time. In-e Holy Spirit is a spirit of power. He enables us to change
creasingly, the Holy Spirit worked in a di erent mannerinto the image of Christ. Everybody who is sealed with the
He began to work in the soul and heart of those who wege of the Holy Spirit has the ability and capacity to do so. It
baptised and sealed; and this is how He still works up@the pledge for our being able to become like Jesus. ere
ustoday. e Holy Spirit works upon our salvation within is no doubt about that. e Holy Spirit is a spirit of power,

us. We can see the e ects of His activity upon us to sorbet He uses that power in a gentle way. He does not force
extent, because under His activity our conduct changes, but wants to guide us. He tells us what we should do
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and what we should not do, but the decision is ours aloresaid that the Holy Spirit is the creator of the new creation;

e Holy Spirit is a spirit of power, but a gentle power; Heand | would like to deepen this aspect a little. What does it

counsels and guides us. mean to be a creator? e Holy Spirit creates things that did
not exist before. A creator makes something totally new,

e Holy Spirit is also a spirit of movement. He wants ussomething previously unknown; he is able to create it out

to move forward. Again, He does not force us but motbf nothing. at is how God created the world; from noth-

vates us. He reveals to us ¢hery ing. is is incomprehensible. It is

of Jesus Christ and the love of God. . . impossible for humans to create

He creates in us the desire to have O ur Salvat|0n IS something out of nothing.

fellowship with God. He tells us

about the future that is waiting for nOt an escape but e Holy Spirit creates some-

us and then prompts us to move thing completely new: the bride of

forward. He reveals the nature of Complet|0n! Christ. He established the church,
Christ to us and exhorts us to work and wants to bring it to completion.
on ourselves and tells us: “You can ose who will enter the kingdom

do it! Go forward, move, don't stop.” e Holy Spirit is a of God will be like Jesus. If we look at it withman eyes,
spirit of movement. we have to admit that this is not yet the case. e visible

church and its members are far from perfect. But trust the
He is a spirit of creation, of power, and of movement. Allowoly Spirit, the Creator, He will do it. And if vadow Him
the Holy Spirit to guide and lead you. Follow His inspirato guide us, we can even contribute to this creation. If we are
tion. If you do what He tells you, you will become like Jesusally led by the Holy Spirit, we will be able to overcome all
ere is de nitely no doubt about that. With His power we our di erences: we will be able to forgive and be reconciled;
can do it. we will be able to integrate the strong as well as the weak;
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The divine service was conducted in English and interpreted into German

and we will be able to love and serve amather. Don't be | also know of many brothers and sisters who are sad be-
discouraged that this is not yet the case. e church will beause nothing has changed. | am thinking of all those who
brought to completion and then it will be as Christ wantfve in extremely di cult situations. ey have to cope
it to be. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you, and you camith violence, with crimes, with situations that we, who
contribute to this work of creation, the building of thislive in Europe, cannot even begin to imagine. ey yearn
wondefful church that corresponds to the will of our Lord.for change—a little bit more peace, a little bit less insecur-
e Holy Spirit has the power to create new things that wety—however, absolutely nothing has changed. | am aware
previously had no knowledge of. of your situation, brothers and sisters, and | share your
su ering. But | would advise you to trust the power of the
Much has happened in the past months. | know of margreator. He is not restricted in His work by external cir
brothers and sisters whose life was turned upside downciamstances. Even in such dreadful circumstances, even if
loved one passed away, they became seriously ill, there wetbing should change, He can save you. He can pave the
unexpected changes in their personal life, or simply becawesy for you to be saved, to be blessed, to receive peace and
of the pandemic. And now they have to deal with a conpy even under the worst of conditions. Allow Him to in-
pletely new situation they were not prepared for. Many aspire and comfort you.
simply lost. ey don't know what to do. Trust theower
of the Holy Spirit! Even if you are faced with an entirelyyalso think of brothers and sisters who are hoping that the
new sitation He will create for you the way to lidlessed situation of the Church will improve. | know their wish is to
and comforted. He will nd ways and means to bless yobave a decent church building: just four walls, a roof, may-
to give you peace, and even joy. is new situation will nobe some pews and toilets. Maybe they even dream of some
prevent Him from saving you, from transforming you intomusical instruments to make some music. ey have been
the image of Christ. Trust the power of the Creator, theaiting for years and nothing has happened. | know it will
Holy Spirit. He will accomplish this. be decades before all these congregations can even have a
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simple church, if ever. | know that you are disappointed.He urges us to move forward. Don't get stuck in the past.
know that you are even frustrated and upset sometimeslrlst the Creator, He will create a new way to bless us and
promise you that we as the Church are doing our best, lotgive us peace and joy. Allow the Spirit to guide us. He
we have to be realistic: it will take decades. Don't forget]l complete His work!
however, that the activity of the Holy Spirit is not limited by
what exists today. He can prepare the bride of Christ unden there are those who are anxious because they think
a tree. His power is exactly the same there as in a big, nia our Church is planning a revolution and they are far
building. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you; He will givefrom comfortable with the idea. But there is no danger of
you joy, peace, and salvation. that. We want to follow the Holy Spirit. He creates new
things that were previously unknown. Don't forget, the
en there are countries where we have to deal with aloly Spirit is one with the Father and the Son. He does not
new and unusual situation. We used to have many congtatk about Himself, but makes the teaching of Jesus Christ,
gations there, almost in every village. We used to ha®e Son of God, known to us. He will always work within
many members, and we thought things would continue thibe parameters of the gospel, the teaching of Jesus Christ.
way and the Church would keep growing. ere were manyHe will work within the parameters of the church estab-
children, who would again have children, and we thouglished by Jesus Christ, with the sacraments and the apos-
that there would be continued growth. However, reality i®late given by Jesus Christ. He will not create anything that
quite di erent. Now we look back with nostalgia and sadis just His work. He is one with the Father and the Son.
ness: “Do you remember how many churches we usedLiet us allow this Spirit to guide us. is Spirit will lead the
have? Do you remember how many we were in the youthChurch to completion and to perfect unity.
I would like to tell all our ministers, the rectors who are
su ering under such a situation: | know these thoughts, ©ne last thought. We can contribute to the completion of
know your pain. Let us allow the Holy Spirit to inspire ussod’s work by proclaiming the gospel. Here too, we are able
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District Apostle Michael Deppner (left, Democratic Republic
of the Congo-West) and District Apostle Leonard R. Kolb
(top, USA) were called to assist

to create something that previously did not exist. Inspired
by the Holy Spirit we are not restricted to what already
exists. Sometimes we think that we can only talk about
Jesus with other Christians. But remember, the rst Chris-

tians proclaimed the gospel to the Gentiles and the Jews.

ese people had a totally di erent understanding of God,

of life, of salvation. If we allow the Holy Spirititepire us

we can do that too. We can proclaim the gospel to people
who don't even believe in God, who have a di erent faith,
di erent religion, and talk to them about Jesus. We cann(
just assume they will never accept our witness just beca
they are not Christians. Just allow the Holy Spirit to guic
you! Some will accept it, many will not; but that is not oL
business, that is God's business. Let us have the coul
to follow the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and proclaim
the gospel to everybody. at is this year's Pentecost me
sage. Our goal is to be transformed into the image of Je
Christ. at is the work of the Holy Spirit, who wants to
change us and to work within us. He is a spirit of creation
spirit of power, and a spirit of movement. Let us trust Hin
and allow Him to guide us. He will always nd a way
bring us peace, joy, and salvation.

CORE THOUGHTS

God saves those who accept guidance from the
Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit creates hope and persistence.

He urges us to work on our own salvation and that
of others.

He equips us so that we can bring things into
being that previously did not exist.
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A small congregation gathered in Zurich

Every perfect gift

IS from God

There is nothing unusual about a divine service being broadcast to several countries.
What is unusual, however, is a divine service being broadcast from several countries.
The topic was: perfect gifts of timeless value.

Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider conducted a serviceri ;
: . F”f:rfect in purpose and manner
Switzerland on 9 May 2021 in the conference centre o purp

the New Apostolic Church International in Zurich. ActiveGod gives us perfect gi s in a perfect way, the Chief Apostle

and retired members of the sta had been invited. Distrigtxplained, referring to the original Greek text.

Apostle Peter Schulte (Western Paci ¢) co-o ciated direct-God gives in a perfect way: He gives out of love and uncon-

ly from Australia. And the musical items—both choir andlitionally.

orchestra—came directly from South Korea. “When He created man, He gave him fellowship with
God, He gave him responsibility for the entire creation.

e congregations receiving the service were in South Man was nothing and He was given everything for free,

Korea, Japan, Hong Kong, and Taiwan either in their out of love.

congregations or at home in front of the screens. “And “Israel had not deserved to be the elected people,

everything worked perfectly!” the Chief Apostle wrote in but God gave them everything for free and out

his circular to the Apostles. of love”
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District Apostle Peter Schulte co-officiated from Australia and

the music came from South Korea

“Jesus Christ died for all human beings, without
stipulating any conditions.”

Nor does His teaching change. “Since we only know and
understand God in part, the teaching about God is also

“God chose us before the foundation of the world. We in uenced by human knowledge.” But, the Chief Apostle

could not earn it because we did not even exist yet.”

said, our salvation is not dependent on our knowledge and

‘And when we were born, He called us and we could banderstanding of God. Our salvation is based and depend-
reborn out of water and the Spirit. We could become a ent on our love for God and our love for the neighbour.

new creature in Christ. e only thing we were asked
was: are you ready to believe?”

e perfect gi s are:

“Let us therefore read the Bible, remember the teaching of
our forefathers, and listen to the teaching today,” the Chief
Apostle said in conclusion. And above all: “Let us continue

“Jesus gave His life for us, and this sacri ce is de nitelyto love God and our neighbour”

perfect. It is valid at all times and for all people.”

“ e doctrine of Christ is valid for all eternity. No

matter the conditions you live in, if you believe in God’s
word and do it you will be saved”

“e Church as an organisation, human beings as
Apostles—they are de nitely not perfect. But God’s gi
is perfect: we will get everything we need to become
perfect”

“In our personal lives, God gives us His gi s, His bless-
ings, and His help. In looking back we can say: He al-
ways gave us what we needed to overcome the situati
and to remain faithful”

“As long as we are on this earth, we will not be perfect.
But when He comes back, Jesus will give us the perfe
gi of His grace’”

Unwavering in love and teaching

God gives us perfects gi s; this will never change, the Ch
Apostle emphasised. God never ceased to love man, €
aer his fall into sin: “God does not change. He remain
love and wants to save us”

CORE THOUGHTS

James 1: 17-18:

“Every good gift and every perfect gift
is from above, and comes down from
the Father of lights, with whom there is
no variation or shadow of turning. Of
His own will He brought us forth by the
word of truth, that we might be a kind
of rstfruits of His creatures.”

Everything we need for salvation God gives us
for free. His love for us is unchanging. His truth
endures forever. We remain rm in faith and love.
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| Jesus dries our tears

The sermon was about weeping, but the situation was anything but sad! On the con-
trary, those who weep are to be consoled. This was the message of the Chief Apostle
during a divine service in Strasbourg in France on 15 November 2020.

Chief Apostle Schneider had actually planned to be as the Chief Apostle put it. Even a er He had died she still
Buenos Aires in Argentina on that Sunday, but the panvanted to do something for Him by anointing His body.
demic had thwarted his plans. So he decided to conductBnt the tomb was empty. “She must have been desperate
online service for the congregationsAirgentina,Bolivia, when she could not nd her Lord. Instead she encountered
Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguaywdnted to have fellowship the gardener.” Only gradually did it dawn on her who was
with you and to experience this divine service with you,” rectually talking to her!
said in his opening words.

The Marys of today
On the subject of weeping Even today there are many such Marys, the Chief Apostle
e divine service was based on the events around Eastsaid. “ ey follow the Lord out of gratitude and love, serve
when the risen Lord appeared to Mary Magdalene. She vi#im, bring their o erings and sacri ces, and are faithful
a close disciple of the Son of God, “out of love for the Lord¥en when aictions and other trials strike” is also
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“We are weak, we fall into temptation, and sin. And then we
weep. And the Lord asks us: ‘Why are you weeping?’ True
remorse is born out of love for the Lord. And the Risen One
tells us: ‘I am here for you, | defend you. | died for you. |

forgive you.

Tears of grief

ere are many other reasons why people weep, for ex-
ample when grief strikes. But Jesus Christ can statet

such situations, the Chief Apostle said. “ ink of the scene

at the tomb of Lazarus. e shortest phrase of the Bible
says: ‘Jesus wept.” Anyone who has experienced such a loss
knows that such deep sadness does not go away fast. You
can always come to the Lord Jesus and cry on His shoulder.
He understands you. He comforts us: death cannot separate

us forever. ere will be a reunion.

Tears for those close to us

ere are still other tears that Jesus can understand very
well: “When we weep over those who no longer attend
the services.” Jesus wept over Jerusalem, the Chief Apostle
said, because they did not come when He wanted to gather
them. “His consolation also applies here: ‘I will not give up
on them. | am the Good Shepherd who seeks the lost sheep!
applies to the brothers and sisters in South Amettiespite | would like to pass on this consolation to the many broth-
all kinds of di culties, illness, great economic hardship, irers and sisters, to the many parents. Continue to love your
spite of violence and crime they remain faithful to the Lordoved ones, pray for them, and trust in the Lord. He will not

“I would like to make something clear: | really admire thagive up on them and will not abandon them?”

and have great respect.”

The divine service for the brothers and sisters in parts of
South America was held and broadcast from our church in
Strasbourg, France

Tears in distress
Of course the question sometimes comes up: “But wheré
the Lord now? Has He become powerless? He can no lo
help Me. | have no strength le " is how the Chief Apostl
put it. Precisely in such situations the Lord wants to knov
“Why are you weeping?” e Chief Apostle said that the
Lord does not blame us for having become weak. is ques
tion is not an accusation, but a sign of His love and dev
tion. “Jesus wants to show us through this question that |
cares about us and takes part in our su ering.” At the san

CORE THOUGHTS

John 20: 13:

“Then they said to her, ‘Woman, why
are you weeping?’ She said to them,
‘Because they have taken away my

time, He exhorts us: “Tell me what's on your mind. Ope
your heart. Keep talking to Me"”

Tears of remorse

“Why are you weeping?” Peter also cried in his time. Wh
Jesus had been arrested, Peter denied Him three tirr
e cock crowed and Jesus looked at Him, the Bible tell:
us. And then Peter wept bitterly. is did not change His
love for the Lord, the Chief Apostle remarked during hi
sermon.

Lord, and | do not know where they
have laid Him.”

God is on the side of those who love Him. He
forgives those who sincerely repent. He loves and
cares for those whom we love. His love makes it
possible for us to share in the joys and su erings
of others.
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'Who Is God?

Jesus answered this question by his contemporaries by showing them what God is like.
Today the believers must do this. Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider explained how in a
recent divine service.

On Palm Sunday Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider calesus revealed that God is love and the truth and that He

ducted a divine service in Kaiserslautern in Germany. trusts Him one hundred per cent: “ ere could not have
been a better demonstration of how great the love and
the power of God are: ‘| have absolute trust in Him, even

Jesus revealed the nature of God if 1 don't understand at all what is happening now; | trust

Jesus went to Jerusalem to glorify God and to be glori étim!™

by God, or, in other words: “ e Lord Jesus knew that the

time had come for Him to publicly and unequivocallyJesus' sacri cial death also showed who He Himself was:

reveal God's nature and His own.” rough His death on“He revealed: | have been sent by God to bring you His

the cross Jesus revealed the greatness of His Father.  love; and the love of God for you is so great that | will give
my life for your salvation. | am the good shepherd who

He revealed the glory of God: “He showed that God is gives His life for the sheep.”

great that it is worth su ering and, in spite of everything,

remaining with Him. e relationship with God, the fellow- God, for His part, glori ed His Son. “ rough the resur

ship with Him is much, much more important than our lotrection He showed: * is is my Son, He will not die; | am

on earth, than su ering and death” with Him. | have given Him the victory. Later, through
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Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider Bishop Friedbert Kreutz urged the District Apostle Rainer Storck posed
conducts the divine service in brothers and sisters to use the time the question: “Who am I!” and reminded the
Kaiserslautern to glorify Jesus Christ brothers and sisters that we are all sinners

the resurection, God led Him into His glory, where JesuBelievers do not always win the acclaim and approval of
Himself said: ‘And now, O Father, glorify Me together witttheir fellow human beings, the Chief Apostle warned:
Yourself, with the glory which | had with You before théWhen we want to show who God is and who we are, it is
world was.” not always well received.” Yet this is precisely the time to
show who God is and who Christians are. e Chigjostle
Believers proclaim the nature of God promised those who are carrying out this mission that God
would glorify them: “We will experience the resurrection,

Now it is the believers’ task, the Chief Apostle said, teceive the resurrection body, and will be led into the king-
glorify God. “ e time has come, today, now, here to showdom of God, into eternal glory. is is our future.
who God is and who we are.” e faithful ful | this mission
by proclaiming

that Jesus is active in His church: “Jesus Christ is active

on earth, granting salvation, grace, forgiveness, and

blessing. We bear witness to this by going to divine

service, for example.” C O RE TH O U G H TS

that Jesus is love and truth. “We trust Him completely.

We are not afraid and do not worry unnecessarily. We John 12: 32:

have absolute trust in God.”

that they glorify Jesus Christ. “We can glorify Jesus

Christ by keeping His word and showing: Jesus Christ

right; we live according to the gospel”

“But Jesus answered them, saying,
‘The hour has come that the Son of
Man should be glori ed.”

Believers must show who they are.

ose who have received mercy from Jesus Christ: “And Jesus came to Jerusalem to glorify God and to
because we have received grace and still receive it, we be glori ed by Him. Through His Passion Jesus
are ready to forgive our neighbour” revealed both God’s nature and His own to the

ose who love Jesus Christ: “We serve the Lord be-
cause we love Him from the bottom of our hearts.”
ose who have been sent by God: “We have a mission
to ful I, namely to do good in the name of Jesus Christ
and to help our neighbour obtain salvation.”

people. God raised Him up and let Him enter His
glory. We are called and chosen to proclaim Jesus
Christ and His work of redemption.
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ABRAHAM PLEADS FOR
THE CITY OF SODOM

ACCORDING TO GENESIS 18: 16-33

Three men were visiting Sarah
and Abraham in Mamre. They
promised them that they would
have a son even though they
were both very old. The men
headed o in the direction of
Sodom; Abraham accompanied
his guests for a while. Abraham'’s
nephew, Lot, lived in Sodom with
his family.

God did not want to hide
His intentions about the
city of Sodom from Abra
ham. Abraham was to have

many descendants.

His children, grandchildren,

and their children were to

become a great and mighty
nation and were to follow
God’s ways. God said to
Abraham: “There have been
a lot of complaints about
Sodom and Gomorrah.
The people there are said to
be committing serious sins. |
want to nd out whether it is
true, whether they really are
such terrible sinners or not.”

The two other men continued
on their way; they were
angels. Abraham, however,
stayed with God and asked
Him: “Do You really want them
all to die, the good as well as
the bad? Do you want the
righteous, who have lived
according to Your will, to die
together with the godless?
There may be fty righteous
people in the city. Are they to
die as well? That is not right!
Will You not spare the city for
the sake of those fty people?
Shouldn’t the judge of the
whole world be a just judge?”
God replied: “If | can nd fty
righteous people in Sodom
then | will forgive the whole
city for their sake.”
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Abraham asked further: “I am
just dust of the earth, but |
have to say these things.
There could be ve fewer than
fty righteous people. Would
you destroy the city because
of these ve people?”

God replied: “If | can nd
forty- ve righteous people in
Sodom, | will spare the city.”
Abraham continued: “And if
there are only forty?”

God replied: “Then | will spare
the city for the sake of those
forty.”

Abraham said: “Please don’t
be angry, but what if there are
only thirty good people to be
found?”

God replied: “If | can nd thirty
then | will do nothing to harm
them.”

Abraham asked: “And if there
are only twenty?”

God replied: “Then | will spare
them all for the sake of the
twenty.”

“Oh Lord, don’t be cross with
me,” Abraham pleaded, “but
perhaps there are only ten
good people there.”

God replied: “I will spare the
city of Sodom for the sake of
those ten.”

God then went away and
Abraham returned to Mamre.
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